
CITY OF ALAMEDA
Memorandum

To: Honorable Mayor and
Members of the City Council

From: John A. Russo 
City Manager 

Date: July 5 , 2011

Re: Adopt a Resolution Authorizing an Open Market Purchase Pursuant to
Section 3- 15 of the Alameda City Charter for the Purchase of Thr(3e Parking
Enforcement Vehicles

BACKGROUND

On May 17 , 2011 , the City Council adopted specifications and authorized a call for bids
for three Smart Fortwo vehicles to be used for parking enforcement. The City Clerk
placed a public notice in the Official Newspaper and forwarded copies of the notice to
three Northern California Smart vehicle dealerships. Bid proposals were accepted until
2:00 P. M. on Friday, June 10 2011; however, no bids were received.

DISCUSSION

Police Department staff contacted Smart Center San Francisco and requested a quote
based on the specifications adopted by Council. Personnel from the dealership advised
it would take approximately four months to build the vehicles based on the
specifications provided. As an alternative , the dealership proposed purchasing three
similar vehicles which were in stock and immediately available for sale. Because the
alternate vehicles were an upgrade from the base model , all of the equipment
specifications were already included. The total purchase price for all three vehicles
including tax , license , destination charges , and delivery fees is $51 923.28.

Smart Center San Francisco is the closest dealership in proximity to the City of
Alameda. Dealerships in Sacramento and Santa Clara are the next closest; however
they were not contacted due to prices being set by the manufacturer and the likelihood
of additional delivery costs,.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

The cost for the three vehicles was not included in the managed vehicle replacement
program fund; however, there are sufficient funds in the 09-10 State COPS Grant (Fund
218. 10) and the 10-11 State COPS Grant (Fund 218. 11) to cover the purchase. The
balance of the 09-10 State COPS Grant, $50 608. , was encumbered for this
purchase prior to the end of FY 10/11 , so as not to risk forfeiture. Funds from the 10-
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State COPS Grant would be used to cover the additional $1 315. 06 required for the
purchase. Whenever possible , existing safety equipment will be reused.

RECOMMENDATION

Adopt a resolution authorizing an open market purchase , pursuant to Section 3-15 of
the Alameda City Charter, for the purchase of three parking enforcement vehicles.

Michael C. Noonan
Chief of Police

Approved as to funds and account

Fred Marsh
Controller



CITY OF ALAMEDA RESOLUTION NO.

AUTHORIZING OPEN MARKET PURCHASE FROM
SMART CENTER SAN FRANCISCO

PURSUANT TO SECTION 3-15 OF THE ALAMEDA CITY CHARTER
OF THREE SMART FORTWO VEHICLES

WHEREAS , there are funds available in the 09-10 State COPS Grant
(Fund 218. 10) and the 10-11 State COPS Grant (Fund 218. 11); and

ai WHEREAS , the Smart Fortwo vehicle is a suitable , fuel effcient parking
enforcement vehicle; and

and
WHEREAS , no bids were received during the formal bidding process;

WHEREAS , section 3-15 of the City Charter provides that City Council
by four affirmative votes , can authorize an open market purchase if it
determines that the materials or supplies can be purchased at a reasonable
price in the open market.

NOW , THEREFORE , BE IT RESOLVED , by the City Council of the City
of Alameda , pursuant to Section 3- 15 of the City Charter, the Police
Department , in cooperation with the Finance Department Controller, is hereby
authorized to purchase three Smart Fortwo vehicles from Smart Center San
Francisco.

******

, the undersigned , hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly and
regularly adopted and passed by the Council of the City of Alameda in regular
meeting assembled on the 5 day of July, 2011 by the following vote to wit:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTENTIONS:

IN WITNESS , WHEREOF , I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the official
seal of said City this 6th day of July, 2011.

Lara Weisiger, City Clerk
City of Alameda
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